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author essays the substantial " establishment of Christian truth " by appeal 
to the constitution and active career of human self-consciousness ; and now 
the familiar metaphysics of the idealistic philosopher comes strongly into 
play. Professor Wenley points out the unsoundness of naturalistic systems. 
He emphasizes the vitality and reality of the higher values in experience, 
and the part which the Christian conception has to play in revealing and 
fostering those values. He dwells upon the fact of the normative presence 
of the divine nature implicit in every man, which he regards as the key 
thought of the Christian teaching. 

The book is one which may be commended to thoughtful people gener- 
ally, but especially to students who have been instructed in the general 
principles of philosophical idealism, and are wrestling with the problem of 
reconstructing their religious creed. While it is strong food, it is precisely 
what is needed for the health of many men. 

Edgar L. Hinman. 
University of Nebraska. 

Studies in European Philosophy. By James Lindsay. Edinburgh and 
London, William Blackwood and Sons, 1909. — pp. xxi, 370. 
One can hardly fail to be impressed by the wide reading which is in evi- 
dence in Dr. Lindsay's latest volume, ranging at it does from the Oriental 
philosophies to the, — in some instances relatively obscure, — men and 
movements of modern France, Italy, and Spain. In fact the book almost 
constitutes a history of philosophy along certain rather narrow lines, and 
without much effort at connecting links. The titles of the more historical 
chapters are as follows : Oriental Philosophy, Plato and Aristotle on Sub- 
stance, Greek Philosophy of Religion, Ethical Philosophy of Marcus Au- 
relius, Doctrine of the Logos, Gnosticism as a Philosophy of Religion, Augus- 
tine' s Philosophy of History, Origen, Plotinus, Scholastic and Medieval 
Philosophy, Aquinas, Wyclif, Spinoza, Lessing's and Kant's Philosophy of 
Religion, and the chapters on modern Continental philosophy already 
mentioned. The selection of topics will indicate that for the most part it 
is the concepts which connect themselves closely with religion and theology 
in which the author has a particular interest. His own philosophy is con- 
stantly in the background as a critical standard, and in several somewhat 
more general and constructive chapters is given fuller expression, — chap- 
ters XX, XXI, XXII, and, especially, XVI, which is called a Construc- 
tive Essay in Idealism. Dr. Lindsay is concerned to recommend perhaps 
two things in particular : the rights of reason, of the speculative instinct 
as opposed for example to a too exclusive insistence on practical or moral 
interests, and, secondly, the claims of personality and of freedom, particu- 
larly the former, in the interpretation of the universe, alike in God and 
man. This philosophy of his own, which he calls Theistic Idealism, has 
frankly a theological bias, and is essentially the historically familiar form of 
British Theism, interpreted and enriched through an aquaintance with mod- 
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em critical tendencies, — a universe conceived in terms of a God alike 
transcendent and immanent, a world of matter really existent but created, 
and the human soul, also existing for itself, but with the life of God im- 
manent within it. The conclusions are for the most part set forth rather 
than systematically argued, — set forth most persuasively where the ethical 
and spiritual implications are concerned. On the more purely metaphysi- 
cal side there is left the impression at times of a certain lack of rigor, 
though perhaps this is only due to the mode of treatment. Dr. Lindsay's 
rationalism is of the modest type familiar in recent times, and is, quite 
justifiably I should say, ready to admit the limitations of actual human 
knowledge ; in his own words, it is part of human wisdom to be willing to 
be ignorant of some things with equanimity. Philosophical difficulties are 
not necessarily fatal ; to quote again, there are elements that belong to the 
larger logic of life against which verbal quibblings do not avail. Never- 
theless, I am a little inclined to think that Dr. Lindsay settles back on the 
limitations of knowledge rather too easily when he comes to the obscure 
places in his own theory, for example in the concepts of the material 
world and of creation. On the whole, however, he represents an attitude 
which, though doubtless it is much less imposing and up-to-date in appear- 
ance than some of the popular tendencies, seems to me to be deserving of 
a renewed and careful consideration. 

The historical chapters cover too much ground to be easily dealt with 
except in general terms. They differ naturally in value. In some cases 
the ground is rather too familiar to appeal much to the philosophical 
reader (though the less instructed will find it useful), and occasionally the 
treatment is too sketchy to be satisfactory, — this would be my judgment of 
the chapter on French philosophy. But there is left much which will be found 
interesting and instructive, and as a contribution in particular to a history 
of the philosophy of religion, it brings together in a painstaking way a 
large amount of valuable material. The historical and critical value of the 
chapters would appear to me in general to increase the more definitely the 
subject matter approaches to the theological. In a few instances the 
author has done service in bringing to light matters which lie outside the 
customary field of philosophical treatment, as in the chapter on Wyclif. 

A. K. Rogers. 
Butler College. 

Sociologie de V action. Eugene de Roberty. Paris, F. Alcan, 1908. — 

PP- xi > 355- 

The publishers' announcement refers to the author of this volume as 
"the celebrated founder of the new school of neo-positivism." In the 
text this soft impeachment is acknowledged. So far as I can learn, how- 
ever, the author is not so well known among philosophers or sociologists 
in this country. 

Neo-positivism, as all other ' neos, ' has discovered certain limits in the 



